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Arise and gather to take part in the Hillula of Rabbi Shimon
A Proclamation by the Rabbi of Jerusalem, from the year 5681

You already know the benefits of studying the Holy Zohar, as it negates all kinds of harsh decrees and hardships, plagues and
diseases, and last year we inspired Am Yisrael to participate in the Tikkun L'Geula Emitit under the guidance of the rabbis of the Holy
Land, to study Zohar and to finish the book 1000 times in Israel and in the communities outside of Israel. According to the reports
we received, there were only six hundred siyumim. Therefore, we rabbis and scholars of the Holy Land ask of every person who
is able, to learn the Zohar again, in order to complete the book 1000 times by the 25" of this coming Elul. In the merit of the first
series completed, may Yisrael experience only good luck, and may all the harsh decrees from Above and Below be revoked. May
the thoughts of our enemies lose clarity, and their hands lose their agility. And may Yisrael live in peace, and be consoled over the
past losses of Zion. May this be Hashem's will, amen. Jerusalem, Iyar, 5681 (1921)

Before learning, one should recite the following:

"We are preparing to study the Holy Zohar in order to exalt the Shechina, the source of our

strength, and to increase Israel's luck and glory, and to silence all those who persecute us, Above

and Below, and to restore the crown to its rightful place, and we will see an end to our troubles,
and Yisrael will live in peace. May this be Hashem's will amen."

Rabbi Yitzchak Yerucham Diskin, Jerusalem

"Our sages, blessed be their memories, have
taught us the Torah study is weightier than all the
other commandments. Blessed is he whose main
occupation is studying Torah, both the revealed
Torah, and the hidden Torah — the Zohar and the

Tikkunim.

The holy Tanna Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, blessed be his memory,
wanted to exempt the whole world from judgment, and hasten
the redemption. Our eyes search for signs of the redemption, for
Hashem's light which will fill the land. We await the arrival of the
Goel Tzedek, and our final salvation, speedily in our days."

From a speech made by Rabbi Yitzchak Yerucham, teacher and
rabbi of Moshe Yehoshua Yeudah Leib zzz"/, Diskin

"l agree to everything written above, and request
of all our brothers, Bnei Yisrael, wherever they
may be, to set aside times for the holy learning
and the project mentioned above, and may
the merit of the holy Tanna Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yochai, blessed be his memory, protect

us. And may we merit eternal salvation with

the gloriouis Yaakov Meir, Rishon ['Tzion and
Chief Rabbi in Eretz Yisrael

compassion, as the prophet writes, 'And even
though they hire themselves among the nations,
I will gather them'." anticipate with our hearts and souls."
The eve of Pesach Sheni, 5681 (1921), may he
blossom like a rose,

"I have already written, last
year, about the necessity
and benefits of studying
the Holy Zohar and the
Tikkunim. May Hashem,
blessed be His name, in His
great mercy, bring us to a
state of repentance, and may

we merit salvation soon, as we so long for and

Rabbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, Rabbi and
Av Beis Din of the Ashkenazi community in
the holy city of Jerusalem. May it be speedily
rebuilt in our days.

il n b o AR Sl i bins w "l il e N M o i e

Received from the great rabbis of Eretz HaKodesh

Everyone knows of the Zohar, written by
the holy Tanna, who illuminated the upper
and lower worlds, of whom it is written that
he shook the earth and provoked kingdoms,
about whom the Talmudists wrote, "Whoever
gives birth to a son should pray for him to
grow up to be like Rabbi Shimon (Masechet
Makkot, 17). He is the crown on our heads and
our glory. Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, whose
Torah spread through hundreds and thousands
of worlds, among angels and spirits and holy
creations, through rivers of fire, all the way up
to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, who was pleased.
Hashem built new worlds with it, and had
mercy for our world.

The Chida wrote: "Studying the Zohar is
uplifting, even if you do not understand what is
written. And the great rabbi, "Kisei Hamelech"
(in his commentary on Tikkun 43) wrote that
learning Zohar simply by reciting the verses
aloud builds the Upper Worlds. And Eliyahu,
z"l, said to Rabbi Shimon, "Many people down
below will derive nourishment from this book
of yours [the Zohar], when it will be revealed
[finally] in the last generation, before the End
of Days.”

And on page 124b Moshe Rabbeinu says to
Rabbi Shimon: “In the merit of this work [the
Book of the Zohar] of yours, the Jews will
not suffer [those who study Zohar will not
suffer from the birthpangs of Mashiach]. And
because the Jews in the future will taste from
the Tree of Life which is this Sefer ha Zohar,
[The Jews] will be redeemed from exile with
compassion."

In the introduction to Tikkunei Hazohar, it is
written, " 'The enlightened will shine like the
radiance (zohar) of the firmament...' These are

Rabbi Shimon and his colleagues: Rabbi El'azar
his son, Rabbi Abba, Rabbi Yose, Rabbi Hiyya,
Rabbi Isaac, and the rest of his colleagues, who
shone above like the radiance of the firmament.
What does 'like the radiance' (kezohar) mean?
[It means] only that when they composed that
work, it was decreed above that it be called
Sefer HaZohar.

At the moment that work was composed,
permission was given to Elijah to confer with
them on it, to all the heads of the academies
above and below, and [to] all the hosts of
supernal angels and the supernal souls, to be
present in agreement and good will, as one
[body].

Elijah began and said: Ruler of the worlds,
You are One, but not numbered. You are higher
than the highest, more mysterious than all
mysteries. No thought can comprehend You at
all. It is You who produced the ten perfections
that we call the ten sefirot, by means of which
You control the hidden worlds which have not
been revealed and the worlds that have been
revealed, and by means of them You conceal
Yourself from humankind.

Apart from You, there is no unity in the upper
and lower worlds, and You are known as the
Lord of All. And as for the sefirot, each of
them has a known name by which the angels
are called. But You have no known name, for
You fill all names, and You are the perfection
of them all. When You remove Yourself from
them, all names remain as a body without a
soul. And (the celestial power) gave permission
to the ten sefirot to reveal hidden secrets to
them, but not to divulge them publicly until the
generation of the Mashiach."

We can conclude from the above that the

redemption is dependent upon the study of the
Zohar, and now we will discuss what causes a
lack of Zohar study in the world. We will begin
by quoting the great rabbi and holy Kabbalist,
Rabbi Chaim Vital, z#z"l, the student of the
holy Ari, ztz'l. He wrote in the introduction to
Sha'ar Hahakdamot: "1, the young man, write
from this poor town of Aleppo, Rabbi Chaim
Vital, son of Rabbi Yosef Vital, ztz"l. When
I was thirty years old, my strength began to
wane, and I sat thinking and wondering how
'the harvest is past, the summer has ended, and
we are not saved.' [Yirmiyahu, 8:20] A cure has
not been found for our illness, our body has no
respite, and we have not recovered from the
blow, of the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash.
Alas, the day is ending, the evening dusk is
falling, time is short, and the son of David has
still not arrived. And I focused my attention on
researching and understanding why we are still
in exile, and why Ben Yishai has not yet come.
And after deep introspection, I discovered
in the first essay in Sefer Hatikunim, Tikkun
30, "But the spirit of Hashem was hovering
over the face of the waters." The “spirit of
Hashem” is a spirit of Mashiach when he
reveals himself to rectify everything. But how
will we be worthy of this? It will be through
our tears, weeping, and our mourning over the
destruction of the Temple.

Studying the Zohar causes Hashem to treat us
with compassion, and the soul of the Mashiach
will be revealed, and he will rebuild the Beis
Hamikdash, and Yisrael will have a secure
home. Anyone who studies the Zohar will be
spared the birthpangs of Mashiach. Therefore,
we rabbis and scholars of the holy city of
Jerusalem, and the judges in the basei din,
have come together in agreement that we must

~

establish learning programs of Zohar in Israel
and in the Diapora, in order to complete the
entire Zohar. The siyum we take place on the
25 of this coming Elul, the day the World was
created, and the Zohar will be completed 1000
times, in Israel and outside of Israel. Know
who is purifying you, your Father in Heaven,
know that each and every word is multiplied by
a thousand and a hundred thousand worlds in
Shamayim, as is discussed in the introduction
to Ohr Hachama.

And to you, our brothers, the leaders of the
holy nation in Israel and outside of Israel, of
whom it is written, the righteous among the
people who are as numerous as the stars, you
will all take shifts and set aside learning times,
and each one according to his abilities. Each
of you will learn a section of the Zohar, in
order to complete the entire book by the 25" of
Elul, or even half the book, or a quarter of the
book. Every three or four friends can together
complete the Zohar. Calculate how many times
the Zohar is completed in each city, until it has
been completed 1000 times.

And we have already appointed a committee to
give merit to the masses, to ensure that the Jews
outside of Israel will take a part in the learning
program, together with the inhabitants of the
holy city in preparing for the rebuilding of the
Holy of Holies. As we know that all of Israel
are responsible for each other. We will begin
the new year with redemption and salvation,
with compassion for His nation, Israel, and for
the entire world. And after the siyum, if we need
to learn more, then we will repeat the program
again, for a second time. And the merit of the
Tanna Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai will protect
us and you all. Peace be with you.
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The Power of One Jew:
An Accurate Calculation

of the Merit of Studying Zohar
Made by a Jew who took 1t upon himself
to study Zohar one hour every day

For your information!! - It is written in the sefer Kisse — Melech Tikunei
Zohar, 43: "Since the great benefits of studying wisdom and truth are well known...
it should also be known how great the obligation is, and the how great the reward
for one who studies Kabbalah, for through the study of Sefer HaZohar one builds
worlds, and if a person is able to learn and understand the meaning of even one
sentence or section, he will have made a tikkun in one hour, in the world Above,
on a level he could not have achieved if he had studied pshat for entire year.

One hour of studying Zohar a day is equal to:

3540 hours a year (10 hours a day of an avreich learning Shas, 354 days a year)
for the duration of 50 years, a single Jew will put on the scale: 172,500
hours of Torah.

Over the course of 11 generations, assuming that each family has an
average of 5 children * then in the 11™ generation, there will be the
astronomical number of: 48,828,125 people.

The total number of hours spent learning Torah:
84,228,515,625,000 hours,

which is to say, approximately 84,000 billion hours of Torah.
(48,828,125 multiplied by 172,500)

And all the great merit earned through the efforts of a single Jew,
who decided to take upon the task of studying Zohar, with his
descendants following his lead.

*the formula used to calculate the number of descendants through the
last generation:

5 3,125 9.5 1,953,125
25 X 15,625 10:s 9,765,625
125 78,125 11 48,828,125
625 390,625
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From Rabbi Shimon Ben Yochai onwards, two thousand years
of the days of Mashiach illuminated us, and from the Baal Shem Tov
onward, we were illuminated by the Mashiach's revelation. (She'erit Yisrael

The holiness of the Baal Shem Tov in
studying the Zohar

It is beyond the power of common mortals
to acquire even a fraction of a fraction
of the Baal Shem Tov's knowledge and
understanding of Torat HaSod. We may be
able to understand at some low level what

is written in the book Pri Tzedek (Parshat
Vayigash, page 105, column 2): It is handed down from
Rabbeinu the Baal Shem Tov, ztz"l, who taught Rav
Dov Ber a lesson from the Kabbalah, and Rabbi Dov
Ber explained the issue in the p'shat (simple meaning)
as the truth. And the Baal Shem Tov said to him that if
the p'shat is the truth, then there is no chiyut (vitality) in
the words. And when he explained the p'shat with holy
vitality, the room filled up with angels. For when the
words of Hashem are spoken with chiyut, then every
word uttered by Hashem becomes an angel. [see Sefer
Divrei Yisrael (Modzitz), K'lalei Oraita (page 12, column
4), where it is written: The story about the
Baal Shem Tov and Rav Dov Ber is well
known, regarding the passage in the book
Etz Hachaim. 1t included several name of
angels, and as soon as the Baal Shem Tov,
ztz"l, read the passage, the whole room
filled with light, and they saw and felt the

angels what were mentioned.]

The Segulot that come with

studying the Zohar:
A Segula for the Soul
The holy rabbi Pinchas of Koretz, z"/, wrote

in his book Imrei Pinchas (page 140): A teacher
must teach his students Zohar, since it is symbolic of
eating from the Tree of Life, which can elevate the souls
of his students. For whatever wisdom a rabbi imparts onto
his disciples, with that he is nurturing their true souls."
(and I have heard that this is the teaching from the time of

the Baal Shem Tov, ztz"l) For the Zohar elevates
and illuminates the soul of every individual
in Israel, in a manner that enables him to

— Viladnik — Sha'ar Hahitkashrut, page 12, column 4)

spread the light of his holy soul to others.

The Baal Shem Tov, zzz"/, said: Regarding
the three sacrificial offerings, the principle
is just the opposite of what Chazal said:
One does more, one does less, as long
as in their hearts they focus on Hashem.
Reading from the Zohar elevates the
soul, one who regularly visits the mikvah
purifies his body, and with regard to giving
charity, Chazal said that if one promises
to give a Selah in order for his son to live,
he is praiseworthy, and he is completely

righteous. For he is giving life to another.
(Sefer Nativ HaRashi, in the name of "Mori", the tzaddik

Rabbi Hillel of Paritch)

A Segula for Teshuva

And during these days [the month of Elul]
one should increase acts of charity and his
study of the Zohar, Tikkunim, and Tehillim.
(Moreh B'Etzba, 8, section 145)

Just reading the verses is beneficial
Learning the Zohar is more elevating than
any other form of study, even if a person
does not understand and makes mistakes
when he is reading. And it is a great tikkun
for the soul, since the entire Torah is written
with Hashem's names, and in some places
it takes on the form of stories, and a person
who reads and understands the stories places
his focus on the simple meaning behind the
words. But the Zohar is a book of revealed
secrets, and the reader knows they are
secrets and hidden Torah knowledge, even
though he cannot comprehend the deep

concepts presented in brief language. (Moreh
Etzbah, chapter 44)

When will Melech HaMashiach arrive?

—

(] to study Tikkunei HaZohar

he Baal Shem Tov urges us

¢ [ write to you, my distinguished
student, the gaon Rabbi Yaakov
YosefHakohen, n"y, briefly, on this
small piece of paper, so that you
can keep it with you at all times.
I have heard from my teacher
and rabbi [the Baal Shem Tov],
that one should learn Tikkunim
every day, all year long.

* I will advise you, and may
Hashem be with you, every night
rightbefore you go to sleep, study
one section of the holy Zikkunei
HaZohar, and then you will sleep
well, with no fears. And Hashem,
blessed be His name, will place
in our hearts love and the holy
of Heaven, amen, may it be His
will. Yisrael, son of our teacher
and rabbi, Rav Eliezer Baal Shem
from Mezhbizh. (Keter Shem Tov)

)

—

And know that what is written in the letter sent
by the Baal Shem Tov to his brother-in-law, the
holy gaon Rabbi Avraham Gershon, zzz"/, which
appeared in the book Porat Yosef. The Baal Shem
Tov's soul ascended, and entered the Mashiach's
chamber. He writes: "I asked Mashiach, 'When
will you come, Master? And he replied, 'By
this you shall know: it will be a time when your
teachings become publicized and revealed to the
world, and your well-springs have overflowed to
the outside. [It will be when] that which I have
taught you - and that which you have perceived of
your own efforts - becomes known, so that others,
too, will be able to perform mystical unifications

and ascents of the soul like you. Then
all the evil klippos will be destroyed,
and it will be a time of grace and
salvation."

And in the book Degel Mechaneh
Ephraim, on page 32, there is an
interpretation of the verse, "And
Bnei Yisrael went out in triumph..."
(Shemot, 14:8).

The commentary tells us, that Bnei
Yirael will be redeemed with rish

gal I (raised heads) as is alluded to in the letter
above. The letters of "rish gali" are the initials of

Rabbi Shimon (rish), and gali tells us that
the hidden Torah which he recorded
will be revealed, and then exile of
Bnei Yisrael will end. The letters
of rish are also the intials of Rabbi
Yisrael Baal Shem, and gali tells us
that his well-springs of Torah will
overflow, and then we will be taken
out of exile.
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Rabbeinu Yisrael Meir HaCohen, the Chofetz Chaim

"There are no limitations on learning Zohar..." (Chofetz Chaim)

"And the tzaddik, the gaon, Rabbi Shlomo Bloch said in the name of his
teacher the Chofetz Chaim, that regarding the study of the Sefer HaZohar
there is no limitation whatsoever, for most of it is Midrashim. ond
so the Chafetz Chaim used to urge everyone to study the
holy Zohar every Shabbat, according to the parasha of that
Shabbat. And he even encouraged the young unmarried
men."

The Chida

"It is advisable to set a time to study five pages of Zohar every
day and it is very beneficial, and a great tikkun for the soul, to
illuminate and refine it, to repair it and remove all its thorns and
negative character traits, and evil desires, and to merit Hashem's
delight, and it is a cure and a tikkun for the souls transgressions
and sins." (Moreh B'Etzbah, the Chida, section 40)

Rabbeinu Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz The Chazon Ish

"There is no mussar book among all the writings of Chazal,
that is as elevating as the holy Zohar."
(Ma'aseh Ish, by the holy gaon, the Chazon Ish, ztz"l)

X
i

2/  Rabbi Shalom Sharaabi The Rashash

Rabbi Shalom Sharaabi wrote many important books about
the wisdom of the Kabbalah. One of those books is called
"Kol Koreh" — in which he wrote about the obligation to study
the Zohar and Kabbalah in this generation. And there are
numerous sources telling us that not only is it permissible
to study the 7Torat Hasod, the Zohar and the Kabbalah,
but it is our obligation to study it.
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