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The holiness of the Baal Shem Tov in
studying the Zohar

It is beyond the power of common mortals
to acquire even a fraction of a fraction
of the Baal Shem Tov's knowledge and
understanding of Torat HaSod. We may be
able to understand at some low level what

is written in the book Pri Tzedek (Parshat
Vayigash, page 105, column 2): It is handed down from
Rabbeinu the Baal Shem Tov, ztz"l, who taught Rav
Dov Ber a lesson from the Kabbalah, and Rabbi Dov
Ber explained the issue in the p'shat (simple meaning)
as the truth. And the Baal Shem Tov said to him that if
the p'shat is the truth, then there is no chiyut (vitality) in
the words. And when he explained the p'shat with holy
vitality, the room filled up with angels. For when the
words of Hashem are spoken with chiyut, then every
word uttered by Hashem becomes an angel. [see Sefer
Divrei Yisrael (Modzitz), K'lalei Oraita (page 12, column
4), where it is written: The story about the
Baal Shem Tov and Rav Dov Ber is well
known, regarding the passage in the book
Etz Hachaim. It included several name of
angels, and as soon as the Baal Shem Tov,
ztz"l, read the passage, the whole room
filled with light, and they saw and felt the

angels what were mentioned.]

The Segulot that come with

studying the Zohar:
A Segula for the Soul
The holy rabbi Pinchas of Koretz, z"l, wrote

in his book Imrei Pinchas (page 140): A teacher
must teach his students Zohar, since it is symbolic of
eating from the Tree of Life, which can elevate the souls
of his students. For whatever wisdom a rabbi imparts onto
his disciples, with that he is nurturing their true souls.”
(and I have heard that this is the teaching from the time of

the Baal Shem Tov, ztz"l) For the Zohar elevates
and illuminates the soul of every individual
in Israel, in a manner that enables him to

From Rabbi Shimon Ben Yochai onwards, two thousand years
of the days of Mashiach illuminated us, and from the Baal Shem Tov
onward, we were illuminated by the Mashiach's revelation. (She'erit Yisrael

— Viladnik — Sha'ar Hahitkashrut, page 12, column 4)

spread the light of his holy soul to others.

The Baal Shem Tov, ztz"l, said: Regarding
the three sacrificial offerings, the principle
is just the opposite of what Chazal said:
One does more, one does less, as long
as in their hearts they focus on Hashem.
Reading from the Zohar elevates the
soul, one who regularly visits the mikvah
purifies his body, and with regard to giving
charity, Chazal said that if one promises
to give a Selah in order for his son to live,
he is praiseworthy, and he is completely

righteous. For he is giving life to another.
(Sefer Nativ HaRashi, in the name of "Mori", the tzaddik

Rabbi Hillel of Paritch)

A Segula for Teshuva

And during these days [the month of Elul]
one should increase acts of charity and his
study of the Zohar, Tikkunim, and Tehillim.
(Moreh B'Etzba, 8, section 145)

Just reading the verses is beneficial
Learning the Zohar is more elevating than
any other form of study, even if a person
does not understand and makes mistakes
when he is reading. And it is a great tikkun
for the soul, since the entire Torah is written
with Hashem's names, and in some places
it takes on the form of stories, and a person
who reads and understands the stories places
his focus on the simple meaning behind the
words. But the Zohar is a book of revealed
secrets, and the reader knows they are
secrets and hidden Torah knowledge, even
though he cannot comprehend the deep

concepts presented in brief language. (Moren
Etzbah, chapter 44)

When will Melech HaMashiach arrive?

(] to study Tikkunei HaZohar

he Baal Shem Tov urges us

* [ write to you, my distinguished
student, the gaon Rabbi Yaakov
Yosef Hakohen, n"y, briefly, on this
small piece of paper, so that you
can keep it with you at all times.
| have heard from my teacher
and rabbi [the Baal Shem Tov],
that one should learn Tikkunim
every day, all year long.

* I will advise you, and may
Hashem be with you, every night
right before you gotosleep, study
one section of the holy Tikkunei
HaZohar, and then you will sleep
well, with no fears. And Hashem,
blessed be His name, will place
in our hearts love and the holy
of Heaven, amen, may it be His
will. Yisrael, son of our teacher
and rabbi, Rav Eliezer Baal Shem
from Mezhbizh. (Keter Shem Tov)

)

e

—

And know that what is written in the letter sent
by the Baal Shem Tov to his brother-in-law, the
holy gaon Rabbi Avraham Gershon, ztz"l, which
appeared in the book Porat Yosef. The Baal Shem
Tov's soul ascended, and entered the Mashiach's
chamber. He writes: "I asked Mashiach, 'When
will you come, Master?" And he replied, 'By
this you shall know: it will be a time when your
teachings become publicized and revealed to the
world, and your well-springs have overflowed to
the outside. [It will be when] that which | have
taught you - and that which you have perceived of
your own efforts - becomes known, so that others,
too, will be able to perform mystical unifications

and ascents of the soul like you. Then
all the evil klippos will be destroyed,
and it will be a time of grace and
salvation.™

And in the book Degel Mechaneh
Ephraim, on page 32, there is an
interpretation of the verse, "And
Bnei Yisrael went out in triumph..."
(Shemot, 14:8).

The commentary tells us, that Bnei
Yirael will be redeemed with rish

gali (raised heads) as is alluded to in the letter
above. The letters of "rish gali" are the initials of

Rabbi Shimon (rish), and gali tells us that
the hidden Torah which he recorded
will be revealed, and then exile of
Bnei Yisrael will end. The letters
of rish are also the intials of Rabbi
Yisrael Baal Shem, and gali tells us
that his well-springs of Torah will
overflow, and then we will be taken
out of exile.
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Rabbeinu Yisrael Meir HaCohen, the Chofetz Chaim

"There are no limitations on learning Zohar..." (chofetz chaim)

"And the tzaddik, the gaon, Rabbi Shlomo Bloch said in the name of his
teacher the Chofetz Chaim, that regarding the study of the Sefer HaZohar
there is no limitation whatsoever, for most of it is Midrashim. ond
so the Chafetz Chaim used to urge everyone to study the
holy Zohar every Shabbat, according to the parasha of that
Shabbat. And he even encouraged the young unmarried
men."

The Chida

"It is advisable to set a time to study five pages of Zohar every
day and it is very beneficial, and a great tikkun for the soul, to
illuminate and refine it, to repair it and remove all its thorns and
negative character traits, and evil desires, and to merit Hashem's
delight, and it is a cure and a tikkun for the souls transgressions
and sins." (Moreh B'Etzbah, the Chida, section 40)

Rabbeinu Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz The Chazon Ish

"There is no mussar book among all the writings of Chazal,
that is as elevating as the holy Zohar."
‘ (Ma'aseh Ish, by the holy gaon, the Chazon Ish, ztz"l)

Rabbi Shalom Sharaabi wrote many important books about
the wisdom of the Kabbalah. One of those books is called
"Kol Koreh™ — in which he wrote about the obligation to study
the Zohar and Kabbalah in this generation. And there are
numerous sources telling us that not only is it permissible
to study the Torat Hasod, the Zohar and the Kabbalah,
but it is our obligation to study it.

~
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