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Arise and gather to take part in the Hillula of Rabbi Shimon
A Proclamation by the Rabbi of Jerusalem, from the year 5681

You already know the benefits of studying the Holy Zohar, as it negates all kinds of harsh decrees and hardships, plagues and
diseases, and last year we inspired Am Yisrael to participate in the Tikkun L'Geula Emitit under the guidance of the rabbis of the Holy
Land, to study Zohar and to finish the book 1000 times in Israel and in the communities outside of Israel. According to the reports
we received, there were only six hundred siyumim. Therefore, we rabbis and scholars of the Holy Land ask of every person who
is able, to learn the Zohar again, in order to complete the book 1000 times by the 25" of this coming Elul. In the merit of the first
series completed, may Yisrael experience only good luck, and may all the harsh decrees from Above and Below be revoked. May
the thoughts of our enemies lose clarity, and their hands lose their agility. And may Yisrael live in peace, and be consoled over the
past losses of Zion. May this be Hashem's will, amen. Jerusalem, lyar, 5681 (1921)

Before learning, one should recite the following:

"We are preparing to study the Holy Zohar in order to exalt the Shechina, the source of our

strength, and to increase Israel's luck and glory, and to silence all those who persecute us, Above

and Below, and to restore the crown to its rightful place, and we will see an end to our troubles,
and Yisrael will live in peace. May this be Hashem's will amen."

Rabbi Yitzchak Yerucham Diskin, Jerusalem

"Our sages, blessed be their memories, have
taught us the Torah study is weightier than all the
other commandments. Blessed is he whose main
occupation is studying Torah, both the revealed
Torah, and the hidden Torah — the Zohar and the

Tikkunim.

The holy Tanna Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, blessed be his memory,
wanted to exempt the whole world from judgment, and hasten
the redemption. Our eyes search for signs of the redemption, for
Hashem's light which will fill the land. We await the arrival of the
Goel Tzedek, and our final salvation, speedily in our days."

From a speech made by Rabbi Yitzchak Yerucham, teacher and
rabbi of Moshe Yehoshua Yeudah Leib ztz"l, Diskin

"l agree to everything written above, and request
of all our brothers, Bnei Yisrael, wherever they
may be, to set aside times for the holy learning
and the project mentioned above, and may
the merit of the holy Tanna Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yochai, blessed be his memory, protect

us. And may we merit eternal salvation with

compassion, as the prophet writes, 'And even
though they hire themselves among the nations,
I will gather them'."
The eve of Pesach Sheni, 5681 (1921), may he
blossom like a rose,

the gloriouis Yaakov Meir, Rishon I'Tzion and
Chief Rabbi in Eretz Yisrael

"l have already written, last
year, about the necessity and
benefits of studying the Holy
Zohar and the Tikkunim.
May Hashem, blessed be
His name, in His great
mercy, bring us to a state

of repentance, and may we merit salvation
soon, as we so long for and anticipate with
our hearts and souls."

Rabbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, Rabbi and
Av Beis Din of the Ashkenazi community in
the holy city of Jerusalem. May it be speedily
rebuilt in our days.

Received from the great rabbis of Eretz HaKodesh

Everyone knows of the Zohar, written by
the holy Tanna, who illuminated the upper
and lower worlds, of whom it is written that
he shook the earth and provoked kingdoms,
about whom the Talmudists wrote, "Whoever
gives birth to a son should pray for him to
grow up to be like Rabbi Shimon (Masechet
Makkot, 17). He is the crown on our heads and
our glory. Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, whose
Torah spread through hundreds and thousands
of worlds, among angels and spirits and holy
creations, through rivers of fire, all the way up
to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, who was pleased.
Hashem built new worlds with it, and had
mercy for our world.

The Chida wrote: “"Studying the Zohar is
uplifting, even if you do not understand what is
written. And the great rabbi, "Kisei Hamelech™
(in his commentary on Tikkun 43) wrote that
learning Zohar simply by reciting the verses
aloud builds the Upper Worlds. And Eliyahu,
2", said to Rabbi Shimon, "Many people down
below will derive nourishment from this book
of yours [the Zohar], when it will be revealed
[finally] in the last generation, before the End
of Days.”

And on page 124b Moshe Rabbeinu says to
Rabbi Shimon: “In the merit of this work [the
Book of the Zohar] of yours, the Jews will
not suffer [those who study Zohar will not
suffer from the birthpangs of Mashiach]. And
because the Jews in the future will taste from
the Tree of Life which is this Sefer ha Zohar,
[The Jews] will be redeemed from exile with
compassion.”

In the introduction to Tikkunei Hazohar, it is
written, " "The enlightened will shine like the
radiance (zohar) of the firmament..." These are

Rabbi Shimon and his colleagues: Rabbi El'azar
his son, Rabbi Abba, Rabbi Yose, Rabbi Hiyya,
Rabbi Isaac, and the rest of his colleagues, who
shone above like the radiance of the firmament.
What does 'like the radiance' (kezohar) mean?
[It means] only that when they composed that
work, it was decreed above that it be called
Sefer HaZohar.

At the moment that work was composed,
permission was given to Elijah to confer with
them on it, to all the heads of the academies
above and below, and [to] all the hosts of
supernal angels and the supernal souls, to be
present in agreement and good will, as one
[body].

Elijah began and said: Ruler of the worlds,
You are One, but not numbered. You are higher
than the highest, more mysterious than all
mysteries. No thought can comprehend You at
all. It is You who produced the ten perfections
that we call the ten sefirot, by means of which
You control the hidden worlds which have not
been revealed and the worlds that have been
revealed, and by means of them You conceal
Yourself from humankind.

Apart from You, there is no unity in the upper
and lower worlds, and You are known as the
Lord of All. And as for the sefirot, each of
them has a known name by which the angels
are called. But You have no known name, for
You fill all names, and You are the perfection
of them all. When You remove Yourself from
them, all names remain as a body without a
soul. And (the celestial power) gave permission
to the ten sefirot to reveal hidden secrets to
them, but not to divulge them publicly until the
generation of the Mashiach."

We can conclude from the above that the

redemption is dependent upon the study of the
Zohar, and now we will discuss what causes a
lack of Zohar study in the world. We will begin
by quoting the great rabbi and holy Kabbalist,
Rabbi Chaim Vital, ztz"l, the student of the
holy Ari, ztz'l. He wrote in the introduction to
Sha'ar Hahakdamot: "I, the young man, write
from this poor town of Aleppo, Rabbi Chaim
Vital, son of Rabbi Yosef Vital, ztz"l. When
I was thirty years old, my strength began to
wane, and | sat thinking and wondering how
‘the harvest is past, the summer has ended, and
we are not saved.' [Yirmiyahu, 8:20] A cure has
not been found for our illness, our body has no
respite, and we have not recovered from the
blow, of the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash.
Alas, the day is ending, the evening dusk is
falling, time is short, and the son of David has
still not arrived. And | focused my attention on
researching and understanding why we are still
in exile, and why Ben Yishai has not yet come.
And after deep introspection, | discovered
in the first essay in Sefer Hatikunim, Tikkun
30, ™But the spirit of Hashem was hovering
over the face of the waters.' The “spirit of
Hashem” is a spirit of Mashiach when he
reveals himself to rectify everything. But how
will we be worthy of this? It will be through
our tears, weeping, and our mourning over the
destruction of the Temple.

Studying the Zohar causes Hashem to treat us
with compassion, and the soul of the Mashiach
will be revealed, and he will rebuild the Beis
Hamikdash, and Yisrael will have a secure
home. Anyone who studies the Zohar will be
spared the birthpangs of Mashiach. Therefore,
we rabbis and scholars of the holy city of
Jerusalem, and the judges in the basei din,
have come together in agreement that we must

1

establish learning programs of Zohar in Israel
and in the Diapora, in order to complete the
entire Zohar. The siyum we take place on the
25" of this coming Elul, the day the World was
created, and the Zohar will be completed 1000
times, in Israel and outside of Israel. Know
who is purifying you, your Father in Heaven,
know that each and every word is multiplied by
a thousand and a hundred thousand worlds in
Shamayim, as is discussed in the introduction
to Ohr Hachama.

And to you, our brothers, the leaders of the
holy nation in Israel and outside of Israel, of
whom it is written, the righteous among the
people who are as numerous as the stars, you
will all take shifts and set aside learning times,
and each one according to his abilities. Each
of you will learn a section of the Zohar, in
order to complete the entire book by the 25 of
Elul, or even half the book, or a quarter of the
book. Every three or four friends can together
complete the Zohar. Calculate how many times
the Zohar is completed in each city, until it has
been completed 1000 times.

And we have already appointed a committee to
give merit to the masses, to ensure that the Jews
outside of Israel will take a part in the learning
program, together with the inhabitants of the
holy city in preparing for the rebuilding of the
Holy of Holies. As we know that all of Israel
are responsible for each other. We will begin
the new year with redemption and salvation,
with compassion for His nation, Israel, and for
the entire world. And after the siyum, if we need
to learn more, then we will repeat the program
again, for a second time. And the merit of the
Tanna Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai will protect
us and you all. Peace be with you.




Through study of the Zohar, the Final Redemption
will come about through mercy

For two thousand years, our nation was subject to pain and suffering. Two thousand
years of physical and spiritual exile. Bnei Yisrael wandered from place to place,
hovering precariously between light and darkness, between hope and dejection.
They stumbled, and stood upright again, passing through turbulent times and
stormy events, constantly persecuted and oppressed in this world. When will it
ever end?

"The days of our years are seventy, and if we are strong, eighty" — when the time
comes to give an accounting, one of the questions our souls will be asked is, "Did
you hope for salvation?" (Masechet Shabbat, 31:71) "I believe with perfect faith
in the coming of the Mashiach; and even though he may tarry, nonetheless, | wait
every day for his coming." Do our hearts beat in anticipation; do we really believe
that today we will hear that the Mashiach has arrived?! Have we really been
waiting for salvation? Have we done anything to hasten the Final Redemption?

How long must we wait, and what can we do in order to
bring the righteous Mashiach speedily in our days?

Let us read the words of the great rabbi, the Gra, z"l. The Gra, who was one of
the Rishonim, and for whom no knowledge was hidden, was in the view of his
disciples a "a spark of Mashiach ben Yosef". The famous mekubal, Rav Noson
Notte Shapiro of Krakau, author of Megale Amukot, quotes the Arizal, who wrote,
"One of the three conditions that must be met in order for Mashiach ben Yosef
to be able to arrive in every generation, is that the secrets of the Torah must be
revealed to those who are worthy of learning them. And | am confident in my heart
that the Gra, z"'l, was sent to our town from Shamayim to reveal the secrets of the

—

Torah to us.

(Toldot Yitzchak by Rabbi Yitzchak Kalner a scholar of Rabbi Yitzchak Isaac Chaver, from the Beit
Midrash of the Gra. From a commentary on the Gra's interpretation of Sefer Hayetzira, part 11)

he Benefits of Learning Zohar

Collected from the writings of the Vilna Gaon about learning the Holy Zohar

In the Gra's writings we find
advice that applies to this day,
regarding the path we should

all follow.
And he would ask: How can we hasten the
arrival of the Mashiach?
It is written in the work Even Shlomo, chapter 11,
section 3: ""The Geula will not come to be only
in the merit of Torah study, but it is chiefly
dependent on study of the Kabbalah."
As the Holy Zohar tells us, ""*One who studies
the Zohar will be spared any suffering when
the Mashiach arrives." For in the future,
Yisrael will taste of the Tree of Life, which is
the Book of Zohar, and will thus experience the
Final Redemption through mercy.
It is appropriate to quote from the Tikkunei
Hazohar (end of 6" Tikkun): From this book of
yours elevated people will be sustained, until
this book is revealed to those below in the last
generation in the end of days, and because of it
you shall proclaim liberty throughout the land
to all its inhabitants." And the Gra wrote in his
commentary, ""They will be redeemed in

the merit of studying the Zohar."

'

e The members of Yisrael who believe
in Hashem and His Torah, received the
written Torah from Moshe and the Oral
Torah from Moshe — that is the revealed
Torah. And they received the hidden
Torah, the Kabbalah, from the Tanna Rabbi
Shimon Bar Yochai. Thus the Pardes of
the Torah was complete: Pshat, Remez,
Drash, and Sod. Rabbi M. M. of Shaklov
wrote, quoting something he had heard
the Vilna Gaon say on several  occasions
about Mishlei (2:9) - that when a person understands
the Sod, he will be able to thoroughly master all of the
knowledge of the Pardes . But if he does not understand
the Sod, then he will not truly understand the Pshat
clearly. (Mikdash Melech, Zohar Mishpatim)

In the Vilna Gaon's siddur it is written:
"Accomplishment in learning
begins with the hidden Torah, and
only afterwards can a person truly

understand the other components of
the Torah, and fully attain knowledge
of the revealed Torah.™

* Not only must every Jew study the Zohar
in order to perfect his body and soul, as
discussed in Even Shleima (chapter 8, section
27): ""The inner secrets of the Torah are a
sustaining force for the inner workings
of the body, just as outward expressions
of the soul manifest themselves in the
outer appearance of the body."

e The hidden Torah rejuvenates the soul,
and the revealed Torah revitalizes the
body. Therefore, a person will not be
whole until he studies the concealed
aspects of the Torah, Toras HaSod.

* And the text promises those who study
the Holy Zohar, ""The Evil Inclination
will not exercise any power over one

who studies Remez and Sod.” Anyone
who learns Zohar will be safe from the
Evil Inclination. And who does not want to
avoid a confrontation with Yetzer HaRa?
Who does not want to avoid spiritual
tests in life? For the Evil Inclination
does not weaken his hold on us for even
one moment, and attempts to overcome
us around the clock. And now we are
promised that we can win the struggle,
and conquer the Evil Inclination. How?
By learning Zohar.

The Gra wrote about Mishei (5:18): ""The
Yetzer Hara has no influence over those
who study Remez and Sod."'

And the Gra instructs us to learn Zohar
and Shaarei Ora, as it is written in the
book Hanhagot Tzaddikim (Hanhagot Pratiyot
by Rabbi Yosef Zundel from Salant).
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The Power of One Jew:
An Accurate Calculation

of the Merit of Studying Zohar
Made by a Jew who took it upon himself

to study Zohar one hour every day

For your information!! - It is written in the sefer Kisse — Melech Tikunei Zohar, 43: "Since
the great benefits of studying wisdom and truth are well known... it should also be known how
great the obligation is, and the how great the reward for one who studies Kabbalah, for through
the study of Sefer HaZohar one builds worlds, and if a person is able to learn and understand
the meaning of even one sentence or section, he will have made a tikkun in one hour, in the
world Above, on a level he could not have achieved if he had studied pshat for entire year.
One hour of studying Zohar a day is equal to:

3540 hours a year (10 hours a day of an avreich learning Shas, 354 days a year) for the
duration of 50 years, a single Jew will put on the scale: 172,500 hours of Torah.
Over the course of 11 generations, assuming that each family has an average of
5 children * then in the 11" generation, there will be the astronomical nhumber of:
48,828,125 people.

The total number of hours spent learning Torah:

84,228,515,625,000 hours,

which is to say, approximately 84,000 billion hours of Torah.

(48,828,125 multiplied by 172,500)

And all the great merit earned through the efforts of a single Jew, who decided
to take upon the task of studying Zohar, with his descendants following his
lead.

*the formula used to calculate the number of descendants through the last generation:
1ls 5 4 s 625 I 78,125 10.s 9,765,625
2 .5 25 9.5 3,125 8 s 390,625 11 48,828,125

\xs 125 6 s 15,625 9. 1,953,125 /
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